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Introduction 

 
The Central Department of Statistics (CDS) conducted the Population and Housing Census in 
the third quarter of 2004 and published the preliminary results in the first week of November 
2004, just four weeks after the actual enumeration phase was completed on Wednesday, 
October 20, 2004. 
 
As part its on-going efforts to disseminate the preliminary results of the 2004 Population and 
Housing Census in various useful formats, CDS is pleased to publish the preliminary results  
in the form of a Population Atlas. Maps included in this Atlas are meant only for statistical 
purposes. 
 
This Population Atlas was produced through the application of the Geographic Information 
System (GIS) technology to the Census results. While doing so, borders of administrative 
regions and governorates were digitized in a manner to ensure that each governorate 
encompasses all relevant population centers and settlements. This approach conforms to the 
Provincial System (Regions and Governorates' System) established by the Ministry of Interior 
pursuant to the Royal Order No. A/92, of March 2, 1992. This digital conversion process was 
carried out through the use of 1:250,000 scale topographic maps from different sources, 
namely, the Military Survey Authority, the Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Resources 
(Saudi Geological Survey), and field survey by CDS covering all  population  settlements in the 
Kingdom using the Global Positioning System (GPS) technology. 
 
In mapping the population figures for administrative regions and governorates, relevant 
population size categories were constructed and corresponding graduated coloring system 
(choropleth) was employed. In mapping the population figures for cities, relevant population 
size categories were also constructed but were depicted using circles as symbols. Mapping of 
census results using GIS is considered to be a state-of-the-art technique. 
 
The Population Atlas presents the population distribution by nationality (Saudi/non Saudi), 
and by gender. It also depicts the distribution of occupied housing units for the following 
administrative levels: administrative regions, governorates at Kingdom's level, governorates at 
the administrative region's level and cities with more than 5000 population. 
 
With the publication of this Atlas, CDS hopes to bring about a quantum shift in its approach 
to dissemination of preliminary results of the population census. It is expected that this format 
will not only better meet the needs of the general public, but also the requirements of 
researches, planners and statistical users interested in geographical distribution of the 
Kingdom's population. 
 
CDS would like to take this opportunity to express its deep gratitude for all those who 
provided the data or contributed to its collection, and looks forward to receiving comments to 
further enhance the usefulness of this document 
 
With the Compliments of : 
 
The Central Department of Statistics & Information 
Email : mapping@cds.gov.sa 
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Moderate climate is seen in the west and the 
southwestern part of the Kingdom, dry hot 
summer and cold winter in the interior parts, 
and high temperature and humidity in the 
coastal areas. 
The major parts of the Kingdom often witness 
scantly amounts of rain in winter and spring. 
However, Rainfall is of significant amounts in 
the south western mountains in summer. 
Humidity is high on the western coasts and 
mountains almost all year, and it gets lower, the 
more we go inland. 
National day : 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia celebrates its 
National day each year on Sept.23, in 
commemoration of the unification and 
foundation of the Kingdom by his Majesty King 
Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman Al Saud in 1351 A.H. 
(1932 A.D.). 
Flag of the Kingdom : 
The flag of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is 
green, rectangular, and its width is two-third its 
length. In the center of it there is the Islamic 
testimony (Shahada) (La Elaha Ella Allah, 
Mohammed Rasul Allah), which means "There 
is no god but Allah, Mohammed is the 
Messenger of Allah". Beneath It there is a 
drawn sword. 
National Emblem : 
The national emblem of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia consists of two crossed swords with a 
date palm in between. 
Currency of the Kingdom : 
The currency of the Kingdom is the Saudi Riyal, 
the Riyal is divided into twenty Saudi Piasters, 
and the Piaster is divided into five Saudi 
Halalas. The Saudi Monetary Agency fully 
covers the currency it issues, in the form of gold 
or foreign currencies that is transferable to gold. 
The Saudi currency has the following 
denominations: 
Paper notes; one, five, ten, twenty, fifty, one-
hundred, tow-hundred  and five-hundred Riyals, 
Coins; one Riyal (100 Halalas), half Riyal (fifty 
Halalas), quarter Riyal (twenty-five Halalas), 
two Piasters (ten Halalas) and one Piaster (five 
Halalas). 
 

Location : 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia lies at the 
furthermost part of southwestern Asia. It is 
bordered to the west by the Red Sea, to the 
east by the Arabian Gulf, United Arab Emirates 
and Qatar, to the north by Kuwait, Iraq and 
Jordan, and to the south by Yemen and Oman . 
The Kingdom lies between 16  22  46 and 32 14 
00 North, and 34 29 30 and 55 40 00 East. 
Area : 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia occupies about 
four-fifths of the Arab Peninsula, with a total 
area of around 2,000,000 square kilometers. 
Geographical Features : 
Because of its large area, the Kingdom has a 
varied topographical structure. Along the Red 
Sea lies the Tihama coastal plain. It is 1100 
kilometers long,60 kilometers wide in the south, 
and gradually narrows to the north until it 
reaches the Aqaba Gulf. To the east of this 
plain lies a chain of mountains called Sarawat. 
These mountains rise to 9000 feet in the south 
and gradually fall to 3000 feet in the north. 
Several large valleys slope eastward and 
westward from Sarawat such as Jazan Valley, 
Najran Valley, Tathleeth Valley, Bisha Valley, 
Himdh Valley, Rumah Valley, Yanbu Valley and 
Fatima Valley. To the east of the chain stands 
the Najd Plateau which extends eastward to 
Samman Desert and Dahnaa Dunes and 
southward to a region penetrated by Wadi Al-
Dawaser and bordered by the Empty Quarter.  
Najd Plains stretches northward until 
committing with the Great Nefud Desert, then to 
the borders of Iraq and Jordan. There are also 
some mountains in the plateau such as Tuwaiq, 
Al Aridh, Aja and Salmah. The empty Quarter, 
the southeastern part of the Kingdom, occupies 
an estimated area of 640000 square kilometers 
composed of sand hills and lava fields. The 
eastern coastal plain is 610 kilometers long and 
consists of large sand areas and Salinas. 
Climate : 
The climate of Saudi Arabia varies from one 
region to another because of its various 
topographical features. Being under the 
influence of a subtropical high pressure system, 
the Kingdom is generally hot in summer and 
cold in winter, and its rainfall is often in winter. 
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:Definition of Census 

Population Census is the entire operation to collect demographic, economic 
and social data related to population in a specific period of time, before 
preparing and publishing them. That means the counting of every individual 
alive inside the borders of a specific country within specific time. It means also 
the registration of the individual's social and economic characteristics in the 
specific time indicated. These characteristics are separate from those of every 
member of the family. 
 
Census Goals  

- Provide the state, planners and researchers with the basic data on   
population and housing necessary for the development plans. 

- Set up an up-to-date frame for all specialized statistical researchers 
being implemented in accordance with the sample method such as 
research related to: labor force, consumption expenditures, fertility, 
mortality, migration and environment, housing features, … etc. 

- Set up a wide database to help in undertaking various demographic 
studies required for social and economic planning. 

- Make available periodically data and indexes required to measure the 
change in demographic features and to make comparisons and 
evaluate future projections. 

 
:Census Coverage 

All persons inside the Saudi borders (whether Saudis or non Saudis) are 
covered by the census operation whether those persons are staying permanently 
or temporarily in the Kingdom. The census includes the following categories as 
well: 

- Saudi diplomats living abroad. The counting of those diplomats is 
undertaken in coordination with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

- Other Saudis living abroad for various reasons (such as business, 
tourism, or medical treatments … etc). 
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���Administrative Division
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is
divided into 13 regions (emirates).
In addition to the headquarters 
of the region (emirate), each 
region is divided into a number of
governorates. The following table 
shows the regions (emirates) 
of the kingdom.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia lies at the furthermost
part of southwestern Asia. It is bordered in the north
by Kuwait, Iraq and Jordan, in the east by the Arabian
Gulf, United Arab Emirates and Qatar,  in the south 
by Yemen and Oman, and in the west by the Red Sea.
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